A comparative study of life-closing spirituality in home hospice patients.
This secondary analysis compared two groups of home hospice patients (expressed spirituality, N = 44, and nonexpressed spirituality, N = 53) on psychological well-being and adaptation, social support, physical function, pain, and demographic variables. Independent-samples t tests found no significant differences at p < .05 for age, psychological well-being and adaptation, social support, and physical function. Three components of the McGill-Melzack Pain Questionnaire were significantly higher for the nonexpressed spirituality group: Affective Dimension, Pain Rating Index, and Number of Words Chosen. A comparative analysis of two groups of home hospice patients supported higher pain reports as significant indicators of nonexpressed spirituality in a home hospice population.